
1 

 

 
 

British Education Studies Association 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

 

Manchester Metropolitan University 

30 June, 2011 

 

1 Apologies:-    

  JO’K, DB, MM, SB 

2 In attendance 

   19 members were present. 

 

3  Outgoing chair handed over to new chair, Ioanna Palaiologou 

 

4 Minutes of the last meeting: - 

 

Corrections-Colin Harrison was present. The minutes were otherwise accepted 

as correct. 

 

5 Matters arising: -  

GW commented that we had not been quorate at the Bangor meeting and the 

timing of the AGM was discussed, also members were reminded of the 

importance of attending. 

 

ACTION POINT: In the 8th Annual Conference to have the AGM after the 

last paper session on the 28th. All students with bursaries need to be 

reminded that they have to attend the AGM as part of their bursary 

obligation (IP) 

 

6 Outgoing chair’s report. (JB) 

‘I should like to thank everyone for their attending the conference and 

acknowledge that these are particularly hard times for universities and that 

getting funding to attend events is becoming increasingly difficult. Flexibility 

seems to be a key word for the future and I think that as an association, BESA 

needs to be flexible, too adapting to members’ needs. 

 

BESA is continuing to evolve as an entity and over the past year there have been 

a number of important developments. Firstly, we have developed associations 

with individual universities. This has helped to spread the name of BESA and, in 

return, universities have had access to the journal and a flag on the map on the 

website. I would like to thank Will in particular for all the hard work he has 
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invested in this.  We are looking to formalise the position of institutional 

membership in the form of an affiliated institution rather than ‘members’ to 

avoid confusion.  

 

The journal, too, has taken leaps forward. Many thanks to Steve B and Sue W 

and the editorial team. They have produced 2 editions this year; the second has 

just gone online. Another is in publication. If you would like to submit your 

paper for consideration please contact Steve. The journal has a much more 

professional look and feel to it and we have approached publishers – hopefully, 

in the future we can get it adopted.  

 

Another area of growth has been the interest in BESA from students and new 

researchers – a field that BESA was set up to encourage. I would like to thank all 

the student members for coming to the conference and Zeta for her support and 

Ioanna and the team for the new researchers workshop.   

 

Finally, we are developing links with Escalate. As you may know, the subject 

groups are being disbanded and subsumed into the HEA in York. BESa and 

other associations like BERA have been asked by Andrew Pollard to find a way 

to support the subjects once Escalate disappears.  We have agreed to host some 

of the Escalate materials on our website and to fund a research project. We are 

also going to be part of a network with the HEA to bid for funding.  

 In conclusion, I would like to thank everyone on the executive for their help and 

support, especially Sue. I would like to thank Ioanna as Vice-chair and to wish 

her well. BESA is in safe hands. 

 

In response, SW pointed out that BESA has come of age with the recognition by 

Escalate that it is an organisation which will be significant in the future. IP 

acknowledged the difficulties for the university sector and that it was a brave 

decision to go ahead with the conference in light of the union action. 

 

7. Treasurer’s Report (SW) 

SW reported that BESA was in a healthy position and commented on the 

income from previous conference at Bangor and from institutions affiliating 

themselves.   We have a cushion to support other ventures.  

IP asked that speakers’ names   should not be listed alongside their fees for data 

protection. 

 

7 BESA Constitution.  

This was explained as transitional, allowing for amendments to such concepts as 

institutional membership.  Although the meeting was considered to be quorate, it 

was agreed that the proposed amendments to the constitution needed further time 

for consideration and changes would not be ratified until next year. Changes 

would be posted on the website with comments to be requested by a certain date. 
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JB commented that we should remove any reference to BESA as a charity. All 

other categories of membership should be removed  and questions such as how 

many people should be on the executive, for how long and how many from one 

institution needed clarifying. Also, proposals to change the quorate regulations 

needed to be addressed to avoid inquorate AGMs. IP observed that we had 

learned from mistakes and JB commented that the term ‘corporate membership’ 

was confusing. 

 

8 Executive membership 

GW and WC were both coming up to the end of their terms of office and both 

wished to stand again. BW was standing down. This left 4 places free. An email 

had gone out in error to non-members, however, this had now been retracted a 

second had resulted in only one application.   Therefore, GW and WC would 

remain on the executive with Wendy Bignold from Liverpool Hope joining. 

 

9 BESA website 

  CW reported that not much had happened in relation to the website but posting 

adverts for external examiners have been a successful development.  Some 

discussion has been held with CBJ and changes and improvements are in the 

pipeline.  The typeface needs changing and a hit counter is to be added.  There 

are possibly too many books and an archive needs to be established for minutes 

and the escalate materials need to be stored.  SW added that he has a full set of 

minutes from previous years. He also asked whether or not we were getting 

value for money and CW stated that it would be very expensive to move to 

another web designer. He also reassured the meeting that everything so far was 

fully backed up.  IP suggested using the January executive meeting to set up an 

action sub-group to develop the website further. ZB added that a student area 

would be a good idea as the student community was growing. IP proposed that 

the forum for new researchers could be capitalised on. Sue W suggested 

targeting final year U/Gs and ZB offered to go to other universities during 

induction. (It was observed that when students receive bursaries for the 

conference, they should attend the AGM) 

 

10  BESA journal 

There have been 2 editions this year with the second edition going up 2 weeks 

prior to the conference.  During the new researchers’ forum, delegates were 

reminded of the guidelines for submission of papers, e.g. using Arial font.  These 

guidelines need updating. Papers should be sent to SB by email, they are then 

peer reviewed (this sheet also needs improving).  Three papers have already 

been received for the next issue and IP commented that people could submit at 

any time, not just at conference. 

 

11 Conference 2012  
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 IP welcomed everyone to Hull for the 2012 conference and reminded them that 

Hull was not the end of the world but could be accessed easily by train and car! 

JB reminded everyone that S Ball had promised to speak at 2012 conference if 

he was free. 

 

12 AOB 

AH commented on the BESA tablecloths. Thanks were expressed to Bob Waugh 

for his contribution to BESA, everyone was sorry to lose him from the 

organisation.  Thanks were also  offered  to Sue L for her contributions as 

secretary and to the conference and a hearty thanks was given to Jane for her 

excellent work as chairperson and for a very successful conference. 

 

13 Date of next meeting,  

28th June, 2012 in Hull     

 

 


