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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
 

 Liverpool Hope University 
27 June 2008 

 
 
Present: Steve Bartlett, Tony Brown, Paul Checkley, Wil Curtis, Les Hankin, 
Joanna Haynes, Yvonne Hill, Alan Hodkinson, Lis Murphy, Emmanuel  
Mufti, Elizabeth Newman, Sue Lewis (departing chair), Jen Lovesey, Marie  
Morgan, Dave Needham, Ioanna Palaiologou,  Lizzie Smears, Ian Taylor, Richard  
Waller, Steve Ward, Sue Warren, Chris Wakeman (Incoming chair), Bob Waugh,  
Gwenan Williams. 
Apologies: Jane Bates 
 
1. Outgoing Chair: Sue Lewis, standing down under the terms of the 

Constitution after her year in office, welcomed all present to the AGM at the 
end of a third successful year for BESA. She passed over the Chair to Chris 
Wakeman, previous Vice-Chair. Chris paid warm tribute to Sue’s work, 
acknowledging, in particular, the BESA initiatives she has led over the last 12 
months.  

 
2. Minutes of the AGM held at Bath Spa University, 6 July 2007 were received 

and accepted as correct. 
 
3. Matters arising: 
5. Executive Membership 
It was noted that BESA had moved to a system of elections on this matter this 
year under the Constitution and that is was possible that sub-groups of the 
Executive might to formed to address expansion of membership and activities. 
 
4. Outgoing Chair’s Report 
The new Chair, Chris Wakeman invited Sue Lewis, as outgoing Chair to make her 
report. 
Sue Lewis acknowledged that it had been a challenging year in BESA, involving 
many changes and developments. A new editor, John Sharp, Bishop Grosseteste 
University was appointed to the BESA journal: Educational Futures, and he 
together with a paid administrator had reformatted the first and second editions 
of the journal and will also be responsible for the third edition for this conference. 
Sue Lewis reminded conference members and contributors that journal articles 
should be sent to Laura Worthington. Additionally the website had been updated 
in conjunction with the Big Jelly Digital Company. Chris Wakeman and Laura 
Worthington – our part-time administrator - have been trained to administer the 
website but a retainer is also paid to BJ Company also. Sue Lewis was pleased 
that the work with ESCALATE was continuing and been strengthened through 
various activities. It was noted that, in light of Executive members standing 
down, three new members would be joining. Sue reported that the Annual 
Conference would be at Staffordshire University in 2009. 
Sue thanked the Exec members for their support and looked forward to remaining 
on the committee for one more year. 
 



Chris Wakeman reinforced the thanks to Sue for her  hard work on behalf of BESA 
and echoed the meeting’s appreciation of the way BESA has evolved of late. 
 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report 
The balance sheet was submitted. It was noted that an entry of £475 to Melanie 
Bullock for work on the first edition of the journal was entered twice and this 
would be queried with John Sharp by Jane Bates, the Secretary. 
It was noted that Dave Smith was standing down as Treasurer. He was thanked 
for his work through the Minutes. 
 
6. Executive Members 
It was noted that five members of the Executive were standing down: Dave 
Smith, Hugh Somerville, Daphne Evans, John Sharp and Derek Kassem. The 
Chair requested that the Secretary should write to each personally to thank them 
for their efforts and involvement in BESA’s formative years. 
Three new members were elected, Dr Wil Curtis, De Montfort, Ioanna Palialogou, 
Nottingham Trent and Marie Morgan, Winchester, as part of the ongoing cycle 
within the Constitution to encourage fresh faces and generate new ideas. 
 
7. BESA Website 
Chris Wakeman had already introduced the website this morning. The domain 
name is educationstudies.org.uk. The old website whilst still active, will be 
redirected to the new one. There remain a few minor errors that need amending. 
Chris hopes to set up a website sub-committee to deseminate information and 
facilitate the Exec’s work to be able to edit their own areas and use the website to 
keep in touch with members and for members to access and download 
information. 
A question was asked regarding accessibility of website to screenreaders. CW will 
check this with CBJ. 
 
8. BESA Journal: Educational Futures 
The Chair reminded the AGM that there will be a third edition of the journal as a 
result of this conference and that articles should be submitted to 
l.warrington@mmu.ac.uk. 
There is an editional board under John Sharp. 
 
9. 2009 Conference will be at Staffordshire University 
  Details are to be found on the website. Exec will meet on Wednesday, 1 July and 
conference be will on Thursday and Friday, 2-3 July. 
 
10. Colloquium  
This will be hosted by MMU at the Oxford Road site on Friday, 21 November 2008. 
The theme will be Research-informed teaching and the guest speaker will be Prof. 
Mick Healey, Gloucestershire. 
 
11.  AOB 
A formal vote of thanks to Les Hankin, for organising the conference, was moved 
by Emmauel Mufti and warmly endorsed by the meeting. 
 
Date of next AGM: 
Wednesday, 1 July 2009 at Staffordshire University 
 
 
 

 
 


