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British Education Studies Association 
AGM held at Bath Spa University, Friday 6 July 2007 
Minutes 
 
Present:  Jane Bates, Andy Bord, Jeff Buckles, Paul Checkley, Daphne Evans, Les 
Hankin, Joanna Haynes, Yvonne Hill, Alan Hodkinson, Derek Kassem, Sue Lewis 
(incoming Chair), Emmanuel Mufti, Lisa Murphy, Elizabeth Newman, Ioanna 
Palaiologou, Mary Parsonage, John Sharp, Dave Smith, Hugh Somervell. Steve Ward 
(departing chair), Chris Wakeman, Richard Waller, Bob Waugh, Gwenan Williams. 
Apologies: Steve Bartlett. 

1. Outgoing Chair: Steve Ward, standing down under the terms of the 
Constitution after his year of office, welcomed all present to the AGM that 
concluded BESA’s second highly successful year. He passed over the Chair to 
Sue Lewis, previous Vice-Chair. Sue paid warm tribute to Prof. Ward’s 
gracious, generous and inspiring leadership and for hosting the current 
conference.   
Sue took the opportunity to thank ESCALATE for hosting the Conference 
reception. 

2. Minutes of the AGM held at Bishop Grosseteste University on 30 June 2006 
were received and accepted as correct.  

3. Matters arising:  
The website was in place thanks to the efforts of David Smith, who noted that   
the proposed transition from static web pages to a dynamic database-driven 
site over next 12 months raised issues of time, cost and associated 
development work. The Wolverhampton colloquium (section 9 of the AGM 
minutes) did not take place. Efforts to substitute an event at Liverpool 
essentially ran out of time and so the run of regular colloquia interspersing 
the conferences was temporarily broken. Other matters from the previous 
AGM are taken up under agenda points below. 

4. Election of officers 
The Vice-Chair: Les Hankin was nominated (Daphne Evans) and seconded 
(Chris Wakeman) and duly elected. This change provoked the need for a new 
Secretary.  
Secretary: Jane Bates, proposed by Emmanuel Mufti and seconded by Les 
Hankin, was elected. 

5. Executive Membership 
Constitutional amendments were proposed: the removal of paragraph 21.2 as 
redundant (moved by Steve Ward, seconded by Hugh Somervell). This 
change was accepted.  
A change to item 6.1a, concerning the number of executive members, was 
debated. It was recognised that these figures were provisional as the 
association found its feet. Steve Ward’s proposal to change from 12 plus 4 
co-opted members to 14 + 4 was modified to 14 + 5 to account for the 
interest expressed by 3 parties, since it was pointed out that it would be 
expedient to harness such enthusiasm. Discussion raised issues about 
regionalism, procedure and concern about where this seemingly arbitrary 
process might logically end. Against this it was noted that BESA would be 
moving to a system of election next year and that the constitution allows 
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current arrangements to continue for the first three years. The proposed 
change may well emerge historically as the first recognition that the 
expanding association would eventually need a number of committees 
beyond the Executive in order to maintain its activities. Expanding the 
Executive would allow members to develop these roles. 
 
Taken therefore as an ad hoc, expedient solution till the process of elections 
was confirmed at the 2008 Conference, the amendment was passed and the 
following stated their background and reasons for wishing to join the 
Executive: Elizabeth Newman (proposed by Yvonne Hill), Lisa Murphy 
(Emmanuel Mufti) and Joanne Haynes (Bob Waugh). All were subsequently 
voted on by all present (with 4 abstentions). These additions covered also the 
resignation from the Executive of Sian Duffty. 

6. Outgoing Chair’s report 
Steve Ward underlined the main points made in his written commentary and 
in opening the Bath Spa conference. BESA was making great progress and its 
structures, including the website and journal, were now well established, 
thanks to the efforts of members recognised elsewhere. Progress on being 
consulted was also made. The QAA benchmark review group was, for 
example, comprised exclusively of BESA Executive members. Sections of this 
review had gone out for consultation and the responses were generally 
positive. Membership was a running issue, helped by the inception of the 
newsletter, building a sense of community. Liaison with other organisations, 
such as ESCALATE (who would welcome a report from the Conference) was 
progressing well.  

7. Secretary’s report 
Les Hankin noted the way this role had gone beyond documenting meetings 
to networking, making links (such as providing comparative information on 
course structures or suggesting external examiners) and giving reminders. 
Particular issues over the year beyond those around the constitution, had 
concerned a significant problem of communication when the original 
colloquium did not go ahead and how expansion was marked in the way 
executive members had taken on Membership (Gwenan Williams as 
Membership Secretary) and the Newsletter (Daphne Evans as editor). Tribute 
was paid to their work. The incoming Chair thanked the Secretary for 
covering this role since the inception of BESA. 

8. Treasurer’s report 
Dave Smith spoke to the balance sheet, showing good health in its income 
generation and appropriate use of funds. Key sources of income remained the 
conferences. Although it appeared that the balance was moving ahead of the 
£10,000 holding limit for charities, Dave noted that appropriate and positive 
ways were being found to use the funds, including sponsoring students. 
Debate was welcomed on how to spend the money. 
 
A notion had been raised in the Executive of “sponsoring institutions” whose 
logo could appear on the website and on BESA’s advertising, as an alternative 
to institutional membership. The website would become student-friendly, and 
institutions would gain significant publicity for a proposed £100 a year. No 
further matters were arising and Dave was thanked by the Chair for his 
sustained work. 
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9. BESA Journal: Educational Futures 
The previous evening’s Executive meeting had elected the Association’s first 
subcommittee, an editorial board with Emmanuel Mufti as managing editor. 
Emmanuel noted that the first edition had come primarily from BESA 
members and represented an excellent resource, since all papers could be 
downloaded. Emmanuel and Derek were thanked for their development work. 

10. Conference 2008 
Planning was starting on this, set in central Liverpool at the height of the City 
of Culture celebrations and representing a collaboration between Liverpool 
Hope and John Moores.   

11. Colloquium 
This will be hosted by MMU at its Oxford Rd site in the centre of Manchester. 
The theme would be Research-informed teaching, to take place on Monday 
December 17th, the first day after the end of term. 

12. AOB 
A formal vote of thanks to Steve Ward was moved by Derek and unanimously 
and warmly endorsed by the meeting. 

Date of Next AGM:  
Friday 27 June 2008 at Hope at Everton, Liverpool Hope University. 

  
 

Les Hankin (Secretary) 6 July 2007. 
 
 


