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Foreword 

Welcome to Volume 10 Issue 2 of Educational Futures. It has been an absolute 

pleasure for me to edit the journal over the past few months in Joe Gazdula’s stead. 

During this time, numerous high quality papers have been submitted through the 

BESA website, and I must thank the diligent hard work of all those on the review panel 

and authors involved in getting the edition to publication. I am extremely grateful to all 

of the authors, reviewers and our publication expert Eileen Murphy, and also to Joe 

Gazdula who has offered invaluable support and guidance during my time as editor.   

I would like to remind readers about the special issue of Educational Futures that is 

currently being edited by Victoria Blinkhorn. The special issue will focus on Education 

and Psychology and is due to be published later in academic year. We are very excited 

for this as it promises to be an interesting and high quality journal of papers. In addition 

to this the sister BESA journal, Transformations, is currently being guest edited by 

Elodie Wakerley. I thank her very much for her continued commitment to the journal 

and I very much look forward to seeing the edition published under her name.  

This edition of Educational Futures includes 4 excellent articles and a thorough book 

review. The first paper, by David Hopkins and John Baumber, explores the tensions 

within global education reform and suggests the implementation of the ‘micro-

strategy’, Instructional Rounds, for large-scale system change. This is an important 

article in how it identifies the paradoxical relationship between global drivers for 

educational change and the expectations on standards at local levels, and addresses 

the potential for improvement with a framework for practice. The article offers an 

intriguing and practical model for development that recognises the contextual 

considerations necessary in educational settings, which may otherwise be overlooked 

in global improvement agendas. 

The second article is by Jawaher Almudarra and David Menendez Alvarez-Hevia, and 

details the introduction of emotional intelligence in educational supervision in Saudi 

Arabia, and the issues involved in its reception as a concept from those working in this 

specific field. The paper impacts critical understandings of the perception of emotional 

intelligence in the Saudi educational context and suggests an alternative approach to 

address the acceptance/resistance divide in its application in educational supervision.  

In our third paper, Marie Clifford provides an excellent critique of misconceptions 

regarding Foundation Year students as university learners. She details her own 

empirical work with this group of students, and draws out findings that contradict 
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previously held views around the academic skills and confidence levels of those 

studying at foundation level. The research demonstrates the importance of student 

voice in a thematic analysis of the reciprocal relationship of learners on foundation 

programmes and HE institutions.  

The fourth paper, written by Daniela Bacova, Sarah Telfer and Dai Griffiths, reports on 

an interesting case study exploring the use of video in Initial Teacher Education (ITE) 

programmes. The article addresses a gap in literature around the experiences of ITE 

students using video recording for development in microteaching activities. The data 

reveals the impact of using video as a student resource regarding individuals’ 

confidence levels and preparedness for practice.  

Finally, Stephen Ward offers a thoughtful insight into the book English Universities in 

Crisis: Markets without competition, by Jefferson Frank, Normal Gowar, and Michael 

Naef. In his review, Ward highlights the importance of this work in its focus on 

marketization within the higher education sector, and outlines the critical and 

potentially divisive arguments around staff-student ratio.  

Further to having this edition of Educational Futures published, we are also very 

excited for the upcoming 16th BESA annual conference to be held in Manchester 25th 

and 26th June. I am greatly looking forward to seeing the high quality paper 

presentations, and am hopeful that some of these will be submitted as articles to the 

journal.  

I hope you enjoy reading this edition as much as I have enjoyed working on it. I would 

encourage any potential authors to submit a paper to either Educational Futures or 

Transformations, as we approach every paper with professionalism and compassion.  

Sarah Evans 

Editor 

 

 


