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Many undergraduate Education Studies programmes include bio-ecological 

dimensions: making the world a better place for future generations. Climate change is 

a key feature and there is a need for students to have a breadth of understanding in 

the subject to inform their studies and to equip them to be part of the action required. 

A Climate Change Companion is a superb book which achieves its aim of bringing the 

urgency of climate change to the general reader. It is full of the necessary technical 

information which is easily explained and readable and makes a compelling the case 

for action on climate change. Of course, there are lots of books available which do 

this, but which are often finger-wagging injunctions about the catastrophes ahead of 

us. Such texts can be depressing, making the reader feel powerless and that action is 

futile. Hicks’s book strikes a different note, making an optimistic case for a better world 

in a low-carbon future. He does this first by detailing what has already been achieved, 

and then by explaining what is possible in real terms. 

The book is well-structured in recognisable sections, coming at the issue from a 

number of different perspectives. It is beautifully written with first-person accounts and 

story-telling that work well to make it easily accessible and engaging.  So much of the 

largely technical information is rendered in startling facts. An example is the use of 

Richard Heinberg’s concept of ‘energy slaves’ to highlight just how much energy is 

used in day-to-day living.  In human energy, it would take of five people working 

continuously to power a 150 watt electric light bulb, and 2000 to power a motor car 

along the road. Of course, we don’t have slaves, we have electricity and oil – and so 

much of it! 

The climate change debate is placed in a historical context: Enlightenment thinking 

and the scientific view of the world as a machine produced the industrial revolution, 

ignoring the role of nature and the biosphere. Chapter 4 explains the social taboos 
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which have prevented progress to a low-carbon society and Chapter 6 explores the 

affective dimension:  why people find it hard emotionally to take on the issue of climate 

change. Chapter 11 gives an excellent account of the role of education and schools 

and includes a strong critique of current government education policies. 

The author addresses the political issues surrounding the debate on climate change, 

explaining the role of neoliberal economic theory as the culprit in the single-minded 

drive for industrial expansion at the expense of ecological priorities. I write this in the 

early days of the Trump administration in Washington where signals are being given 

of a return to the days of climate change denial. With the rise of populist right-wing 

parties in what has become known as a ‘post-truth’ world, the need for this book is 

even stronger, and is particularly important for young people who need the facts – the 

truth – at their disposal.   

Hicks might be tougher in his criticisms of the right-wing climate change deniers, 

although his balanced presentation of their actions is perhaps intended not to 

strengthen their opposition, but to bring them on board with the truth. As he says, the 

book is intended ‘to deepen our appreciation of the natural world’. Chapter 8 gives a 

fine summary of what needs to be done by society and by the individual.  Hicks offers 

a choice of futures: the ‘old story’ of a high-carbon society or a sustainable low carbon 

society. What this book achieves is to show that a sustainable, low-carbon society is 

possible, and inspires the reader to feel that s/he has the power to contribute to it. 


