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Few innovations can have changed human life as much as the widespread 

incorporation of computers into our workplaces and our homes. While this process of 

adoption has been gradual and generally logical for us, the step-change between 

one generation of learners and the next is simply staggering. Younger educators’ 

school years might have featured occasional computer-based activities such as 

playing ‘Oregon Trail’, programming in LOGO, producing art on-screen or delving 

into the BBC Domesday Project, but the microprocessor had yet to achieve its 

ubiquity – changing the world and the pedagogical landscape. 

At this time, educators need to know how best to make use of emerging technologies 

and services – in addition to acquiring the classical mix of skills and behaviours that 

we look for in a good teacher. With the second edition of ‘Computing and ICT in the 

Primary School’, Professor Beauchamp tackles this complex subject, allowing 

primary school teachers (and, if unintentionally, other educators) to bring about good 

outcomes in a classroom only recently colonised by computers, tablets, interactive 

whiteboards and a growing range of ‘smart’ devices. 

Perhaps the challenging thing about acquiring a working knowledge of computing in 

education is that so many of us already have opinions about it. Few parents or 

politicians would be so bold as to enter the debate on the teaching of grammar, 

mathematics or music in primary schools… but virtually everybody has a PC: we all 

think that we understand something about computers and their use. Primary school 

children aren’t about to enter the workplace, however. What they need from ICT isn’t 

procedural knowledge about the use of the computer, but a form of learning where 

the computer is the medium, and not the message.  

This is a tricky proposition, not least because some children are more comfortable 

with ICT than their teachers – and may well have superior equipment at home. 

Fortunately, the topic isn’t tackled by a raving enthusiast who sees only potential and 

never pitfalls. No doubt there are examples of primary teachers with in-depth 



Educationalfutures                                                                                                            Farr 

Vol.8(2) June 2017                                                                                                                        Book Review 

e-journal of the British Education Studies Association   90  

© BESA 2017                                                                                                                                                                              

ISSN: 1758-2199 

experience and personal interest in ICT, in well-funded classrooms, doing great 

things… but here we’re given a briefing that could produce useful things under less 

than ideal circumstances. As Apple once claimed to have produced “the computer 

for the rest of us”, here we find the technology-enabled classroom for the rest of us. 

In what ways might you hope to make use of pupils who are already proficient? To 

what extent can teachers embark upon a collective journey of discovery, rather than 

exerting tight control over the classroom experience? What equipment should be 

purchased? All these things could be discovered by trial and error, of course… but 

that isn’t a terribly good use of a teacher’s time, when such an accessible and 

thoroughly informative book exists. 

Beauchamp has a lot to say about the use of iPads in the classroom. Some may 

raise an eyebrow at this, because other than an occasional mention of “or similar 

tablet” it really is largely about that particular brand – but a strong case is made for 

tablet computing in primary schools. Teachers will probably find iPads to be superior 

to the all-too-common gaggle of ageing PCs with an assortment of hardware 

problems, and if they follow Beauchamp’s  guidance they won’t just be using the 

devices in order to have pupils research and consume existing material, but for 

creative activi ties that involve photography, movie-making, augmented reality 

projects and the like. Here, as elsewhere, Beauchamp’s pragmatic approach 

ensures a positive impact from the investment in tablets: a teacher may well be 

highly familiar with their own iPad, but how will two dozen such items be charged? 

How will they be stored securely? Who will synchronise their content? Who will  

timetable their use? How can the work of a single student be shown to the whole 

class? None of this is rocket science, but the devi l is in the detail and throughout the 

book the reader will find that pitfalls are explained and solutions are presented. For  a 

fraction of the price of any technology investment that a school might make, readers 

can ensure that they utilise and manage the assets well, for maximum educational 

impact. 

Emerging trends and technologies are discussed, but not to the degree that would 

leave the book out of date in a short space of time. Thus, while the reader is 

introduced to the possibilities of near field communication, or potential applications 

social media, this isn’t done in such a way as to make the guidance platform-specific. 
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Thus, the reader will be made aware of the dangers that exist when pupils are 

permitted to use social media, but they won’t find a fully-formed set of guidelines, 

ready for implementation. Similarly, the numerous examples that are given can be 

thought of as jumping-off points, rather than lesson plans. 

In this, as elsewhere, Beauchamp has achieved a delicate balancing act: busy 

practitioners who dip into the book for ten minutes are likely to find something that 

could bring about an immediate improvement in their ICT-related teaching, but there 

is also a good deal that will be of interest to the researcher in education. While not 

providing an exhaustive literature review, it nonetheless makes an excellent primer, 

even for those whose students are much older – and this reviewer has to admit that 

he picked up one or two ideas that might now be tried with an audience of mid-

career professionals. 

 


