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Editorial 

Whilst reflecting upon a very successful BESA conference hosted by Manchester 
Metropolitan University last summer and looking forward to our next one, in June 
2012 at the University of Hull, I was mindful of how fortunate we are to live in a 
society in which there is active debate and criticism.     

Recently the public exam boards were criticised by a popular newspaper for telling 
teachers the type of questions/areas to be asked in upcoming GCSE exams. This 
was presented as cheating and compromising the standards of our examination 
system.  Michael Gove, apparently our champion of education standards, vowed to 
investigate and ensure that all involved are punished and that our system, the best in 
the world, will continue to be respected. Our study of education enables us to 
examine such statements and the ideologies that underpin them. We can consider 
what evidence, or not, there is to support a politician’s statement that English 
examinations are the best in the world. We can discuss the purposes of 
examinations and ask whether their aim is primarily to test retention of vast stores of 
knowledge or the reasoning powers of the candidates. We may also consider if it is 
possible to devise assessments which are able to do both. We can gather evidence 
of practice over many years to ascertain whether teachers prepared pupils for ‘O’ 
levels and ‘A’ levels in the past by taking them through previous papers, pointing out 
the patterns and wording and thus quite accurately predicting the questions they 
were to face. Education Studies encourages a questioning of all things to do with 
education and so enables us to judge the weight of newspaper stories or the 
statements of politicians. What Education Studies does promote is a clear reasoned 
study of education.   

Our first article in this edition by Erik Blair considers the role of theory and what the 
construct means to educational practitioners. Eric constructs three rhetorics of 
theory: ‘Theory as Other’, ‘Theory as Guidance’, and ‘Theory as Personal 
Pedagogy’. In doing so his aim is to invite other practitioners to examine what the 
word ‘theory’ might mean to them. 

Further considering the collecting of data in relation to theory Wendy Bignold, in our 
second article, examines the increasing trend in using narratives to present 
individual or group experiences over the last twenty years. Drawing on her doctoral 
research Bignold suggests that creative non-fiction can be highly effective in 
education research as a means of capturing and presenting key themes in learning. 
She sees it as an effective vehicle for understanding how people learn and develop 
throughout their lives.  
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In considering research into looked after children Catherine Lamond notes the 
problematic nature of large-scale studies which assume generalizations can be 
made about childhood or about categories of children. They fail, she suggests, to 
recognise the unique nature of children’s experiences. Lamond points to a range of 
smaller-scale studies aiming to give young people from a care background a voice 
by engaging them in participatory research. This article presents the challenges of 
participatory research with young people who may not be motivated to cooperate. It 
suggests some possible responses to the difficulty of giving a voice to those who are 
most marginalized, and addresses ethical issues raised.  

Our final two articles are examples of evaluations that have used data they have 
collected to evaluate and develop educational practice. Based on evidence collected 
on the experiences students over a period of three years and through interviews with 
academic staff, Ioanna Palaiologou investigates the role of PDP tutorials in 
supporting those students. She considers the benefits of these tutorials and 
problems experienced in the implementation of the programme. Her reasoned 
conclusion points to the benefits of the PDP tutorial but emphasises the need for 
flexibility among institutions in terms of their implementation.  

In a similar way Cassandra O’Connor and Lynne Webster use data they have 
collected from major UK employers in the fashion industry to whom students have 
been sent for placement experience from a Fashion Studies undergraduate degree. 
This gave the authors insight into current trends and issues relating to the 
appropriateness of the curriculum, the employability of students and future employer 
needs within the discipline area. Students’ views on the overall placement 
experience and how it had altered their perceptions and expectations of employment 
are also discussed to give an evaluation from ‘both sides’ of the value of the 
academic work placement programme.   

These articles show the continuing concern within education studies to examine how 
we use and collect data. They also offer insight into how the careful use of such data 
can develop and improve practice in a considered way rather than reacting to 
partially informed comments from newspapers and knee jerk reactions from 
politicians. They also add their contribution to the continuation of our culture of 
debate and critique. 

We trust you find this first edition of the fourth volume of Educationfutures: The 
BESA Journal valuable.  

Best wishes 

The editorial board: Steve Bartlett, Sue Warren, Alan Hodkinson, Chris Wakeman.  

 

 


