
Annual Conference
Education Studies: the bigger picture
2 and 3 July 2009
The British Education Studies Association, BESA, provides an 
academic community for all those working in the field of Education. 
See the website www.educationstudies.org.uk for background. Its 
series of annual conferences have provided opportunities for the 
sharing of ideas and experiences across the sector. 



Location
The conference is to be held at Staffordshire 
University, Beaconside Campus, with ample 
parking and high quality accommodation.

Conference Theme: Education 
Studies: the bigger picture
Essentially, Education Studies is concerned 
with understanding how people develop and 
learn throughout their lives, and the nature 
of knowledge and critical engagement with 
ways of knowing and understanding. It offers 
intellectually rigorous analysis of educational 
processes, systems and approaches, and 
their cultural, societal, political, historical 
and economic contexts. Other themes 
include the study of broader perspectives 
such as international education, economic 
relationships, the effects of globalisation 
and the role of education in human rights 
and ecological issues. All themes include 
critique of current policies and practice and a 
challenge to popular assumptions.

Keynote speakers
Judith Waterfield, 
Head of Disability ASSIST Services at the 
University of Plymouth
Contributing to the shaping and driving 
the institution’s strategic and procedural 
response to inclusive practice. She has a 
national and international reputation for 
her work on student, staff and institutional 
collaborative research and development 
partnerships. Awarded a N.T.F. in 2004 she 
continues to promulgate a social model of 
inclusion underpinned by a solid foundation in 
pedagogy curriculum theory and assessment.

Professor Pat Thomson
Director of Research in the School of 
Education at the University of Nottingham 
She is an Adjunct Professor at the University 
of South Australia and a Visiting Professor at 
Deakin University, Victoria, Australia. She is 

Director of the Centre for Research in Equity 
and Diversity in Education (CREDE).
Pat was awarded a Public Service Medal in 
1991, a Fulbright Scholarship in 1992, the 
Garth Boomer Curriculum prize from the 
Australian Curriculum Studies Association 
in 1995, and the Australian Association for 
Research in Education Outstanding Thesis 
award in 2000.

Accommodation
Accommodation is available on campus, in 
en-suite facilities. The conference commences 
on Thursday 2 July and ends after lunch on 
Friday 3 July. You are most welcome to stay 
with us on the Wednesday evening, please 
see the booking form to select the right 
accommodation for you.

Call for papers
The conference is an opportunity for 
delegates to share their research or scholarly 
work and network with colleagues from across 
the field of education.

•	 An	abstract	of	no	more	than	200	words	
should be submitted to c.e.wakeman@
staffs.ac.uk by Friday 29 May 2009. 

•	 Paper	presentations	will	be	in	pairs	of	30	
minutes each

BESA Journal: 
Educational Futures
BESA has a refereed electronic journal: 
Educationalfutures 
http://www.educationstudies.org.uk/journal/ 
to which to you will be able to submit your 
conference paper for consideration and 
review.

Please contact 
e: professional.development@staffs.ac.uk or 
t: 01782 294127
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To book a place please visit 
www.staffs.ac.uk/about_us/news_and_events/event_calendar/cpd_conference/ 


